UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald - Graduation by WKU Student Affairs
Western Kentucky University 
TopSCHOLAR® 
WKU Archives Records WKU Archives 
5-7-2013 
UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald - Graduation 
WKU Student Affairs 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records 
 Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons, 
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald - Graduation" (2013). WKU Archives Records. 
Paper 6572. 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6572 
This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU 
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact 
topscholar@wku.edu. 
graduation
friday, May 10 
Graduate 
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Arts & Letters and  
University College
9:30 a.m. at 
Diddle Arena
College of Health 
and Human Services 
and Gordon Ford 
College of Business 




Behavioral   
Sciences and Ogden 
College of Science  
and Engineering
6 p.m. at 
Diddle Arena
Saturday, May 11
tuesday, MAY 7, 2013 • WKUHERALD.COM
Undergraduate ceremonies





Open an Account 
TODAY
to receive yours!
WITH 25 LOCATIONS  1-888-651-7466
Glasgow  |  Elizabethtown  |  Bowling Green/Franklin  | Owensboro  |  Tompkinsville  |  Scottsville








pleting your WKU degree. 
You have been engaged in 
one of the unique campus 
experiences in all of Ameri-
can higher education. I 
hope that your time spent in 
pursuit of your degree has 
prepared you well for pro-
fessional success and lead-
ership in whatever com-
munity in which you fi nd 
yourself in the years ahead. 
It is my greatest wish that 
the WKU Spirit has become 
a deep and rich passion that 
will drive you to keep WKU 
central in your life for many 
years to come. The faculty 
and staff with whom you 
have interacted join me in 
wishing you well in the fu-
ture, just as we hope that 
we have served you well in 
recent years. Now go forth 
and lead. Serve yourself, 
your family, your commu-
nity, and your employer 
well. Wave that red towel 
proudly, whether it brings 
you back to campus or 
wherever you choose to ex-
hibit your Hilltopper Spirit. 
We look forward to reading 
about your many successes 





It is my greatest wish that the WKU 
Spirit has become a deep and 
rich passion that will drive you 
to keep WKU central in your life for 
many years to come. 
PRESIDENT
1974 Talisman photo
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The past four years, West-ern has been the striking-ly-beautiful backdrop to 
the most important years of my 
almost-adult life.  On the humid 
August day I moved too much 
stuff into a too-small room on 
the third fl oor of Pearce Ford 
Tower, I did not know, and never 
could have imagined, the im-
pact this campus would have 
on my life.  
A few days after moving in, I 
went through my fi rst round 
of sorority formal recruitment. 
It was a decision I questioned, 
much like my decision to attend 
Western, but one that I moved 
forward with nevertheless. At 
the time, it felt like recruitment 
was a series of empty promises. 
Too many sorority women say-
ing the same thing about their 
organizations.  Four years later, 
I can honestly say that those 
recruitment pitches that are re-
peated party after party are far 
from empty promises.  
I remember walking up the 
back sidewalk of the Kappa 
Delta house.  I knew then, in my 
sundress, sandals and weather-
ruined hair, that something 
about KD was different. I was 
still a little skeptical of the chant-
ing and clapping, but aside from 
that I knew Kappa Delta was the 
sorority I preferred. Since sign-
ing my bid day card I have never 
once questioned my decision. 
For me, Kappa Delta has been 
a home.  Kappa Delta has chal-
lenged me to be a better person, 
to be more understanding and 
to be more accepting.  Kappa 
Delta has taught me to appre-
ciate everyone for who they are 
and to love them for their fl aws. 
I have met my best friends, and 
I know our friendship will con-
tinue long after our fi nal days as 
active members — not because 
of the Rituals we’ve repeated for 
four years, but because we’ve 
spent the past four years truly 
discovering what our Ritual 
mean. I have learned to appre-
ciate the smaller moments just 
as much as the big ones. Kappa 
Delta has taught me to handle 
all situations with grace and 
maturity, especially in situations 
that warrant the opposite.
Even as I’m writing this only 
a few days away from gradua-
tion, it’s still hard to envision a 
life without Kappa Delta as I’ve 
known it for the last four years. 
It’s almost impossible to pic-
ture what a Sunday evening not 
spent in the chapter room will 
be like.  And my heart breaks 
when I think about being hours 
away from my best friends in-
stead of just a few houses up the 
street.  But, I know that gradu-
ating from Western does not 
mean graduating from Kappa 
Delta.  Kappa Delta is truly for a 
lifetime.  Kappa Delta has given 
so much to me during the past 
four years — so much so that I 
could write a book about it and 
still not be able to express it en-
tirely — and I am eager to give 
back to my chapter and soror-
ity as an alumna.  The themed 
parties, late-night study ses-
sions and weekend recruitment 
workshops may be over, but I 
know that my journey with Kap-
pa Delta is truly still beginning.  
Kappa Delta has changed me 
for the good.  Kappa Delta has 
changed me for the better.  And 




May 7 May 9
May 10
May 11
Study Abroad and Global Learning Graduation 
Reception at 7 p.m. in the Kentucky Building
International Graduation Reception at 5 p.m. 
in the Augenstein Alumni Center Ballroom
Honors College Graduation Luncheon at 11 
a.m. at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center
Master of Social Work Ceremony at 2 p.m. in the 
Mass Media and Technology Hall Auditorium
Educational Leadership Doctoral 
Commencement Reception at 2 p.m. in Gary 
Ransdell Hall
Communication Department Graduation 
Breakfast at 8 a.m. in the Downing University 
Center in Room 226
Bachelor of Social Work Reception at noon in 
the Academic Complex in Room 213
Augenstein Alumni Center Open House from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m
Hilltopper ROTC Commissioning Ceremony 
at 3 p.m. in the Downing University Center 
Auditorium
Dental Hygiene Ceremony at 5 p.m. in the 
Knicely Conference Center
Outstanding Black Graduates Ceremony 
at 7 p.m. in Van Meter Hall
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Though there are many things about WKU that I love, nothing has quite 
a hold on my heart as the 
Honors College. So many of 
my favorite moments have 
come from the infl uence of 
the Honors College. Meeting 
my best friends at the Hon-
ors Freshman Orientation 
Retreat and living in Minton 
provided me with memories I 
will cherish forever. The Hon-
ors College provided me with 
the amazing opportunity of 
studying abroad at Harlax-
ton College, which so many 
Honors students (including 
myself) cite as a life-chang-
ing experience. The intellec-
tual discussion in my Honors 
classes and opportunities for 
research engagement have 
really tested me as a scholar. 
The Honors College is one of 
the most unique communi-
ties I have ever been a part of. 
We are outstanding, driven in-
dividuals and I am constantly 
taken aback by what students 
around me are achieving. I 
truly wouldn’t have been able 
to achieve things like receiving 
a Fulbright without the driven 
nature of the College and its 
community. I have also been 
lucky enough to participate in 
the Honors College from the 
administrative side. My work 
as a student assistant has al-
lowed me to see that care and 
passion that staff members ex-
ude every day. They truly care 
about the students that come 
through their doors, it’s just an 
exciting place to be. The Hon-
ors College has been a family 
to me. Through my professors, 
my friends, and my coworkers 
I have felt supported in any 
endeavor I chose. The Honors 
College has helped me grow 





College is one of 
the most unique 
communities I‛ve 
even been a part 
of.
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Congratulations to the Intramural Recreational Sports 
Graduating Seniors
Alex Alvey   Shane Milburn 
Paige Bickerstaff  Jeremy Musser
Shannon Boone  Ben Nelson 
Kalyn Bowers   Samantha New
James Ryan Brown  TJ Parker 
Curtis Burge   Beth Priest
Daniel Burton   Stephen Pruitt
Jana Clark    Benjamin Ramaeker
Jamal Crook   Eric Redden
Aaron Drexler   Kelsey Robinson
Ashley Edwards                Allison Roman
Thank you for all your hard work and dedication, we wish you the best of luck!
UR
Andre Farrell   John Sanders
Kellye Firquin   Darrell Shaw
Sarah Greenwood  Maggie Simpson
Megan Hale   Alex Skipper
Alan Johnson   Quanterus Smith
Josh Adam King  Kirsti Vittitow
Kelsey Kolter   Amanda White
Ian Mack    Bethany Williams
Micah McClendon  Chadwell Young
Kayla McNeily   Dana Zimmerman
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WKU was not my first choice. Actually, it wasn’t even close to 
my first choice.
While I was in high school 
in Shelbyville, I was desperate 
to get out. So, I chose a school 
roughly seven hours away and 
set out to spend my freshman 
year in the lovely mountains of 
North Carolina.
Yet, something nagged at me. 
I wanted to be a journalist, and 
the school I was attending didn’t 
seem like a good fi t for that. So, I 
made another plan — one that 
ultimately failed.
After being unable to af-
ford my dream schools in the 
Northeast, I transferred here my 
sophomore year. I wasn’t exactly 
enthused.
My dad is a WKU alum, and 
I’d stopped off I-65 in Bowling 
Green for gas a couple of times, 
but I’d never actually set foot on 
campus prior to move-in day in 
August of 2009. 
I was imagining a concrete 
wasteland, but instead I found 
something unexpected. Not 
only was WKU beautiful to be-
hold, it also had what I needed.
During my time here, I’ve 
made friends that will probably 
last me well into adulthood and 
hopefully even to old age. We’ve 
done homework together, made 
a newspaper together and even 
built websites together. 
I’ve also had professors and 
others who have offered guid-
ance, helped me through exis-
tential college crises and given 
me chances to work on proj-
ects that most college students 
wouldn’t normally have.
You guys know who you are, 
and I’m infi nitely grateful for ev-
erything.
When I walk during com-
mencement on Saturday, I’m not 
going to regret my time at WKU 
at all. I’ve been given so much.
So, in this hastily written 
goodbye to WKU, I want to give 
something back — a few things 
I’ve learned here. I’ve made 
mistakes, and not all of my deci-
sions have been good ones, but 
here is the most important ad-
vice I can give you:
First, it’s okay to have a plan 
B, and a plan C, and maybe 
even a plan D. I mean, I’m ba-
sically living a plan C right now 
and things are going really well. 
If you make a choice and you 
aren’t happy, move on and don’t 
feel sorry about it. It’s your life.
Second, don’t say no. Say yes. 
Yes to professors, yes to bosses, 
yes to any good opportunities 
that come your way. I would 
have never done half of the 
things I’ve been able to do in 
college if I had played it safe and 
not bitten off more than I could 
chew. So, do it all. You’re young 
and you can push yourself — 
sleep is for weenies.
Third, and most important of 
them all, don’t be afraid. Life is 
scary, and it’s hard. But you’ve 
got to work through the terror. If 
you aren’t nervous and excited 
about your future and what life 
holds for you, then you’re doing 
it wrong. Embrace it all.
anna anderson
TRANSFER
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I 
remember it like it was yester-
day.  “Welcome to Bemis Law-
rence”…my fi rst introduction 
to the Hill.  As my parents 
drove away I stood there, Master 
Plan papers in hand, and noth-
ing but my dreams and a carefully 
stacked pile of school supplies 
that would undoubtedly take up 
incredibly too much space in my 
room for two.  
Little did I know I was embarking 
on a journey that would change 
my life forever.  Western Kentucky 
University is more than an institu-
tion for higher learning, for me…
it became home.  Between the vi-
sionaries of the Broadcasting De-
partment, my sisters of the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc, my sup-
port from Spirit Masters and the 
encouragement from professors, 
each new organization helped 
shape who I am today.  Western 
Kentucky University has instilled 
in me a sense of pride and re-
spect.  Pride in the undying legacy 
that I leave as I make my mark on 
the Hill and respect for all those 
who’ve paved the way to make ev-
erything possible. 
It’s the spirit that moves me, the 
smiles of students, the richness of 
the cultures and the beauty of the 
campus. I was made to be a Hill-
topper and as I look into the face 
of a new chapter, I take the leap 
of faith supported by the wings of 
my Western Kentucky Family.  Ev-
erything I always planned for all 
led up to this day, and though my 
four years have come and gone, 
the memories that last within our 
mind, the love we hold dear in 
hearts, and the imprint we leave 
on the ones we touched will forev-
er live on.  I’ve mastered the Spirit 
and now it’s left up to me to mas-
ter the world.   WKU, it’s been one 
amazing ride and I will forever 
carry you with me.  I’ll see you at 
the TOP. 
jessica nichols
It’s the spirit that moves me, 
the smiles of students, the 
richness of the cultures and 
the beauty of the campus.
SPIRIT MASTER
“All the free time 
as a student. I 
imagine that’s 





"“All the diff erent 
people you get 
to be with every 
day, because 
you’re at a 
college with so 






mainly. I believe 





"“I think just the 
people. I’ve really 
gotten close to 
the people in my 
time here.”
Rebecca Roberts 




"What will you miss 
the most about 
WKU?"
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Nothing is more cliché to be-gin a story with than to say “My alarm went off,” but 
that really is how this story started.
My alarm went off. Then it went 
off again. And again. After losing 
track of the exact number of times 
the alarm begged me to get up, I 
had slept through my fi rst class of 
the day.
I had slept through my fi rst class 
of my fi nal week of college.
I had slept through my fi rst class 
ever.
If this had happened last year or 
even last week, my fi rst inclination 
would have been to immediately 
pop from bed and frantically gath-
er my books, jetting from the room 
sans makeup, clean jeans and gen-
eral personal hygiene.
But this was my last week at WKU, 
and I just wasn’t in a state to care.
Something has happened to me. 
The drive that’s been behind me 
since kindergarten has swiftly died 
down. Some people call it seniori-
tis, but that may be too narrow a 
category for this feeling. At fi rst, I 
thought I just didn’t care anymore. 
School had become lackluster, at 
best, but even wasting time on 
Facebook or YouTube seemed too 
trivial for my time.
Perhaps comedian and talk show 
host Craig Ferguson has come clos-
est to describing it. “We’ve reached 
a new level of apathy, and we don’t 
care.”
Before other responsible stu-
dents and seasoned educators cry 
blasphemy against my scholastic 
pursuits, I must say that I’m not 
sure this apathy—though that’s 
not the best word I think I could 
use—comes from burnout. I think 
it comes from a pensive part of me.
As a man condemned, I’ve start-
ed to examine myself and what I’ve 
done with four years. This is not 
to say I’ve looked back over each 
year individually and regretted not 
taking the time to do things. I’m 
not one to dwell on the past. I do, 
however, have a bucket list, of sorts, 
that I’m tempted to put into action 
before I leave the Hill.
Seeing the opportunities I have at 
my immediate disposal makes me 
want to take advantage of all the 
free minutes and enact as many of 
these opportunities as I can. Why 
not throw a party on a weekday? 
Why not eat Stakz for lunch? Why 
not streak from the bottom of the 
Hill to the top? Well, when the long 
arm of the law is about to closeline 
me, I back off.
Don’t mistake this for a depart-
ing senior’s advice to the younger 
students to get out and live life 
(not that you shouldn’t, but that’s 
not what this is). This is simply Pa-
ducah senior Monica Spees, news/
editorial journalism major, cre-
ative writing minor, girl who has 
probably eaten 400lbs. in apples 
in college, Christopher Walken im-
personator and generally pleased 
soon-to-be WKU alumna telling 
you what she thinks.
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WKU has meant a life-time of college memo-ries, friends, school 
spirit, family and love. When I 
fi rst walked onto the campus of 
WKU, I knew it was the school 
for me. The beautiful landscape, 
red-brick buildings and family-
like atmosphere drew me in 
instantly. There was something 
about the atmosphere and en-
vironment that gave me peace 
of mind in knowing WKU was 
the right choice for me. I always 
felt like WKU was my family 
away from home. I have visited 
plenty of other universities, but 
none of them compare to the 
love and warmth of WKU. I have 
met some of the most amazing 
people here at WKU. Life would 
not be the same without them. 
I would defi nitely have to say 
my freshman year is my favor-
ite year of college. When I fi rst 
walked into my room in Pearce 
Ford Tower, I literally started cry-
ing because it was not renovated 
yet and looked like a jail cell. 
However, I learned to cope with 
the living situation and grew 
close with my roommate and 
the other girls on my fl oor. From 
that moment forward, I cre-
ated some of the best memories 
and moments I will ever have at 
WKU. Not only that, but I accu-
mulated many mentors among 
(sic) WKU’s campus that guided 
me, gave me wisdom and advice, 
but showed me tough love at the 
same time. It was the tough love, 
challenges and guidance shown 
to me that helped me develop 
into the woman that I am now.
Western has taught me to fol-
low my dreams despite the ob-
stacles, despite the odds and 
despite what others may think. 
With encouraging faculty and 
staff, along with professors will-
ing to take time out of their day 
to work with me, I now have the 
confi dence and drive it will take 
for me to succeed in my career 
fi eld. I am truly grateful to have 
had some of the teachers I had 
because they pushed me to be 
better than what I was, they 
challenged my mind and work 
ethic, but showed me that they 
truly cared about my success 
and well-being. My teachers in-
fl uenced me to dream as big as 
I possibly can without doubting 
how things may turn out. They 
taught me to always have an 
optimistic mindset and to never 
give up on what I want to do no 
matter how rough things get. 
I do not believe I would have 
gained the same experiences 
and life lessons had I not at-
tended WKU. The lessons I have 
learned here at WKU have taught 
and given me the strength and 
wisdom I will need to overcome 
any battle. They have prepared 
me to survive any trial or tribu-
lation. But most of all, the les-
sons WKU has taught me have 
prepared me for life. Thank you, 
WKU, for lifelong friendships, 
connections and giving me the 
confi dence and power I need in 
order to embrace the unknown. 
I love WKU forever!
Andrea Hardy
GREEK LIFE
Although the print edition of the
won‛t be back until next fall,
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Across








16 Logan of “60 
Minutes”





23 Nobelist Hahn 
et al.
25 City on the Rhine
27 Motivate, cow-
boy-style?












42 Winner of 82 
PGA Tour tourna-
ments
43 Control spending, 
cowboy-style?
47 WWII battle site
48 Out of whack
49 Town __
52 Acquisitions in a 
certain race
53 Treat, as a bruise
56 Hang in there, 
cowboy-style?
60 Sheryl Crow’s 
“__ Wanna Do”
61 Baby’s word








2 King with three 
daughters
3 Thing to break 
free of, perhaps
4 Folk hero Kelly
5 Glue base
6 Greeley’s advice
7 Exiled Roman 
poet
8 Asian holiday









26 Prefi x with -gon
27 Jeans joint
28 ‘70s AMC com-
pact
29 Beginning
30 More than just 
desires





39 Grandson of Eve
41 Brief opening
42 Cut
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#JoinAfniAfniCareers.com
Congratulations, Class of 2013!
Your hard work 
has paid off.
Now what?
Head to AfniCareers.com 
and choose a career path that’s right for you. 
Be part of a fun, dedicated, and talented team
and throw your hat up for an amazing career.
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